California death row {#cesec10}
====================

A new psychiatric ward---opening Oct 1, 2014---is to serve death row in California\'s San Quentin prison after a finding that 37 of the prisoners on death row are severely mentally ill and entitled to inpatient hospital care. There has recently been much debate about how best to care for California\'s estimated 36 000 mentally ill inmates.
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Somalia measles {#cesec20}
===============

UN agencies have urged for vaccinations to curb measles outbreaks in Somalia, amid concerns that thousands of children are at risk of disability or death. More than 1350 suspected cases were reported in March and April, 2014. Somali health authorities have launched small-scale vaccination campaigns and will initiate greater emergency vaccination in the worst affected areas.

Oral health {#cesec30}
===========

Public Health England has published the third edition of *Delivering better oral health: an evidence-based toolkit for prevention*, which reviews and uses current evidence to revise and develop the previous edition. The revision also includes new information and advice on healthy eating, smoking, alcohol misuse, and behavioural change.
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Algeria MERS-CoV {#cesec40}
================

The first death from confirmed Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) infection has been reported in Algeria---a man aged 66 years, who returned from pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia. No evidence exists of human-to-human transmission, and latest WHO advisory states conditions for a Public Health Emergency of International Concern are not met.

Obese or disabled? {#cesec50}
==================

The European Court of Justice has been asked to rule on the case of a 160 kg Danish childminder who claims that he was sacked for being too fat. If the court decides that obesity is a disability, European employers could face new discrimination obligations, such as provision of reserved parking spaces or adjustment of office furniture for people with obesity.

Ebola spread {#cesec60}
============

Sierra Leone has shut its borders with Guinea and Liberia, and closed schools, cinemas, and nightclubs to halt the spread of the Ebola virus outbreak, which has killed 16 people in Sierra Leone. Churches and mosques have not been closed but the Deputy Minister of Information advised religious leaders to urge anyone with a fever to go to a clinic.

Americans homed {#cesec70}
===============

The [100 000 Homes Campaign](http://100khomes.org/blog){#interrefs10}, a US initiative set up in 2010 to find permanent housing for 100 000 vulnerable homeless Americans with ongoing medical disorders, announced last week that it had exceeded its target. Completed 1 month early, the initiative has housed 101 628 people, including 31 171 homeless veterans, and will continue until the end of July.

Planetary health {#cesec80}
================

The UN has launched a project to assess how the health of the planet can affect human health. The research initiative, at [UN University\'s International Institute for Global Health in Malaysia](http://iigh.unu.edu/){#interrefs20}, will gather evidence for how climate change, urbanisation, and biodiversity loss can damage human health, and how green initiatives and proper urban development can have positive effects.

Outbreak in Australia {#cesec90}
=====================

So far 46 cases of confirmed parechovirus infections have been reported in babies in Australia since December, 2013, of which 11 were reported in Queensland. Present treatment for this viral infection is supportive, and there is no vaccine. At least four types of parechovirus, which can lead to hepatitis or encephalitis and can be fatal, are thought to exist.

Human Proteome Project {#cesec100}
======================

The China Human Proteome Project has been launched to help prevent and treat major endemic diseases in China. The project is a genome-decoding initiative that will chart human proteome biological and pathological profiles to show the cause and development of diseases and aid the discovery of new treatments.

Stop drugs {#cesec110}
==========

June 26 is the [International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking](http://www.unodc.org/drugs/june-26/){#interrefs30}. The campaign, established in 1987, aims to raise awareness of global illicit drug misuse, which claims 200 000 lives every year, to inspire people against it. The UN Office on Drugs and Crime has provided promotional material to encourage people and institutions to take part in the campaign.

AMA president {#cesec120}
=============

Robert M Wah has become the 169th president of the American Medical Association (AMA). A reproductive endocrinologist and obstetrician-gynaecologist from Virginia, USA, he is the first Asian-American to take the post. He will focus on improving health outcomes, accelerating change in medical education, and enhancing physician satisfaction and practice sustainability.
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For The Lancet **News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio/>For the **Public Health England oral health report** see <https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/delivering-better-oral-health-an-evidence-based-toolkit-for-prevention>
